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 The St. John's Evangel 
 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar! 
ST. JOHN'S 

ANNUAL MEETING 
will be held on Sunday, 

January 27, 2019 
after ONE service 

at 9:00 a.m. 
Your presence is 
VERY important! 
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From the Senior Warden… 
 

Dear people and friends of St. John"s, 
 
Your Vestry approved the Vestry Charge to the Search Committee on October 14, 2018.  The text 
of that document is appended to my report to you. 
 
On November 11, the Vestry appointed a 12-member Search Committee.  The names of the earch 
Committee members were published in the December issue of The Evangel. 
 
On November 25, the Search Committee was commissioned by the Rev. Sr. Diane Stier in a special 
ceremony on Christ the King Sunday. 
 
On December 16, the Senior and Junior Wardens met with the Search Committee to review the 
Vestry Charge to the Search Committee.  After the review, the Committee met in closed session 
and elected the following officers:   
 
Marian Matyn, Chair 
 
Lara Raisanen, Co-Chair 
 
Jessica Hart, Chaplain 
 
Adam Baker, Clerk ex officio 
 
On January 13, 2019, the Rev. Canon Missioner Anne Hallmark (Northern Region) will meet for 
the first time with the Search Committee and the Vestry to begin the formal search process. 
 
In your daily prayers during the search process, I bid you pray for the work of the Search 
Committee:  
 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds 
of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will 
care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (Book 
of Common Prayer, p. 818) 
 
A blessed and holy Christmas season to each and everyone of you! 
 
Your servant, 
 
David 
Senior Warden & Verger 
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Remember Our 
Homebound Members 

 

Stop by to visit or drop a  
card to our parish members 

who are homebound. 
 

 
Alma Dickerson 

461 E. Wing Rd., Mt. Pleasant 
 772-2516. 

 
 

Al Neal 
Maplewood, 1945 Churchill Blvd. 

Mt. P - 773-6172 
 
 
 

St. John’s Prayer Group 
The 16 members of the Prayer 

Group offer petitions daily for 

the church and for specific 

requests.  All parishioners are 

welcome to become members of 

the Prayer Group or to submit  

requests by calling Sandy Wood, 773-9326,  

Martha Rarick, 773-7510, or the  

church office at 773-7448. 

 

 

 Home Communion 
Just a reminder: you should 
let the parish office know if 

you are ill and wish to receive 
communion or a visit from 
either the clergy or a Lay 

Eucharistic Minister 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Nancy Hartshorne    1 

Truman Ford Hall    1 

Christi Brooks     4 

Barbara Sheperdigian  10 

Shaun Smith   11 

Brandon Gilmore  14 

Martha Rarick   15 

Linda Robinson   15 

Robert Ohler   20 

Kip Cosan    21 

Matthew Kinney  22 

Ron Sherwood   23 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Wayne & Harry Nicholson     5 
Renee Babcock & Leah Wolf   16 

Ford  & Pamela Dingman   23 

 

 
 

The NEW 2019Altar Flower Calendar 

is posted near the back door of the Church. 

Please consider  a Sunday that is a good date 

for you to honor or 

remember a loved one and 

sign up to provide altar 

flowers.  Flowers are a 

wonderful addition to 

worshiip! Thank you 
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Outside the Tent 
 

As I write this column, Christmas is eight days away. We’ve festooned the windows with 

greens, and the tree—our usual Fraser fir—is thick with ornaments and lights. This week we 

will wrap gifts and open the boxes of gifts our children have mailed from their far-flung homes. 

I’m thinking about my “children’s” homily for Christmas Eve, probably a telling of the 

Christmas story using Father Jean Brebeuf’s  seventeenth-century “Huron Carol.” an adaptation 

of the narrative of Luke for his flock of Huron Indians.  

 

Christmas is such a rich time domestically and liturgically that January would be a letdown 

were it not for Epiphany, with its references to shining stars, glittering gold coins, and the rich 

scents of incense and myrrh. Five years ago Moonyeen Albrecht and I wrote an Epiphany carol 

to mark that feast. We always work the same way: I write the lyrics, then she writes the music. 

The choir performed our offering, and I offer to you the text: may it lead you into a richer 

celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

 

 

Creator of the Stars of Night: an Epiphany Carol 

 

Creator of the stars of night, 

we thank you for your guiding light, 

bright herald of the holy birth, 

f beam of hope for this dark earth. 

 

Three wise men saw the rising star, 

that wondrous beacon from afar; 

through trackless wilderness they trod 

to see the king, the son of God. 

 

Wise men and women still today 

tell how the infant Jesus lay 

in humble state, but radiant, 

the kingly child our maker sent. 

 

We cannot give him myrrh and gold 

as men of Asis did of old; 

so we give thanks for love and light, 

his blessing on this star-filled night. 

 

 

Peace to you in this  holy season, Nancy 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
The John H. Goodrow Fund 

Annual Fundraiser 

February 15, 2019at Buck's Run 
Social Hour  5:30 p.m. 

Dinner   6:30 p.m. 

Tickets $50 
Tables: 

• Reserved table for 8, $400 

• RED table for 8, (includes 2 bottles of wine), $$500 

• BLACK table for 8, (includes2 bottles of champagne), $600 

To reserve or sponsor a table, contact Carol Lauffer at 
calauffer@charter.net or 772-0718 after January 1, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have not yet picked up your offering 

envelopes for 2019, please find your new set in the 

Narthex of the Church.  It is VERY important 

NOT TO USE 2018 envelopes as you may not get 

the proper credit for your record of giving. 

See Pamela Dingman if you have questions or 

would like a set of envelopes.  Thanks! 
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January  2019 

Sunday  Lay  Ministry 
 

 

DATE 

 

LESSONS 

 

PRAYERS 

 

GREETERS 

COFFEE 

HOUR 

HOSTS 

 

ACOLYTES 

ALTAR 

GUILD 

January 

6 

 
The 

Epiphany 

 

8:00 a.m. 

Martha Rarick 

10:00 a.m. 

Joan Kadler 

 

8:00 a.m. 

Peg Hicks 

10:00 a.m. 

Mary Kiesgen 

 

Clancy and Pat 

DeLong 

 

David and 

Jennifer 

Dingman 

 

Adam Baker 

 

Pamela 

Dingman and 

Harriett White 

Lectionary:  Isaiah 60:1-6      Psalm 72:1-7,10-14      Ephesians 3:1      Matthew 2:1-12 

January 

13 

 

1 

Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. 

Steve 

Berkshire 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Mary Kiesgen 

8:00 a.m. 

Martha Rarick 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Henry Fulton 

 

David and 

Jennifer 

Dingman 

 

Ford and 

Pamela 

Dingman 

 

Matthew 

Kinney 

 

Pamela 

Dingman and 

Harriett White 

Lectionary:  Isaiah 43:1-7      Psalm 29      Acts 8:14-17      Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

January 

20 

 

2 

Epiphany  

8:00 a.m. 

Barbara 

Sheperdigian 

10:00 a.m. 

Karen 

Varanauskas 

8:00 a.m. 

Peg Hicks 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Nancy 

Hartshorne 

 

Ford and 

Pamela 

Dingman 

 

Joan Kadler 

and Mary 

Kiesgen 

 

Emma 

Dingman 

 

Lynne 

L’Hommedieu 

and Martha 

Rarick 

Lectionary:  Isaiah 62:1-5      Psalm 36:5-10      1 Co      rinthians 12:1-11      John 2:1-11 

January 

27 

 

3 

Epiphany 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

ONE SERVICE 9:00 a.m. 

       Jessica                 Mary 

   Vinciguerra          Kiesgen 

 

Joan Kadler 

and Mary 

Kiesgen 

 

David, Nancy 

and Matthew 

Kinney 

 

Rex Dingman 

 

Lynne 

L’Hommedieu 

and Martha 

Rarick 

Lectionary:   Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10       Psalm 19      1 thians 12:12-31a      Luke 4:14-21 

February 

3 

 

4 

Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. 

Steve 

Berkshire 

10:00 a.m. 

Anne Alton 

8:00 a.m. 

Peg Hicks 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Joan kadler 

 

David, Nancy 

and Matthew 

Kinney 

 

Rod Lesli and 

Marian Matyn 

 

Jonathan 

Korpi 

 

 

Pamela 

Dingman and 

Peg Hicks 

Lectionary:  Jeremiah 1:4-10      Psalm 71:1-6      1 Corinthians 13:1-13      Luke 4:21-30 

 

 

https://lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Ps1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Gsp1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Ps1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Gsp1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Ps1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Gsp1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#ps1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#gsp1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ps1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#gsp1
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This is our Greeter/Coffee Hour Host Schedule—If you cannot serve on the date you were given, please 

exchange dates with someone else on the list and call the Parish Secretary at 773-74

 

 

  Greeters 

 
 

January 2019 

6 Clancy and Pat DeLong 

13 David and Jennifer Dingman 

20 Ford and Pamela Dingman 

27 Joan Kadler and Mary Kiesgen 

 

 

February 

3 David, Nancy and Matthew Kinney 

10 Ulana Klymyshyn and Lynne L’Hommedieu 

17 Rod Leslie and Marian Matyn 

24 Colin, Anne and Matthew Alton 

 

 

March 

3 Sharon Bolton and Laura Cochrane 

10 Tom and Mary Ellen Cochrane 

17 Marcia David and Candy Henderson 

24 David and Jennifer Dingman 

31 Ford and Pamela Dingman 

 

 

 Coffee Hour Hosts 

 
 

January 2019 

6 David and Jennifer Dingman 

13 Ford and Pamela Dingman 

20 Joan Kadler and Mary Kiesgen 

27 David, Nancy and Matthew Kinney 

 

 

February 

3 Rod Leslie and Marian Matyn 

10 Christi Brooks and D.J. and Misha Proctor 

17 Colin, Anne, and Matthew Alton 

24 Sharon Bolton and Elizabeth Brockman 

 

 

March 

3 Laura Cochrane and Bernice Cole 

10 Clancy and Pat DeLong 

17 David and Jennifer Dingman 

24 Ford and Pamela Dingman 

31 Joan Kadler and Mary Kiesgen 
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Sr. John’s Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting – December 9, 2018 

 

 

Present are Adam Baker (clerk), Clancy DeLong, Marcia David, Harriett White, Nancy 

Herman-Kinney, Diane Stier, David Shirley, Ulana Klymyshyn, Ella Jo Regan, Tom 

Cochrane.   

 

Ulana opens with prayers for Vestry and the Search Committee.   

 

Nancy mentions a correction to the minutes for November.  The minutes should read that x 

amount has been donated for the paint cost of the parish house.  Ella moves we approve minutes 

with Nancy's correction.  Nancy seconds, Vestry approves.   

 

Diane reports on her attempts to organize the New Year's vigil and an Association of Interfaith 

Ministries group. 

 

 

David reports that the Bishop's office will be moved to Wyoming, Michigan on or before Jan 1, 

2019.   

Nancy reports that we have hired Will Spencer for snow removal.   

 

David reports that next Sunday at 11:45 the two Wardens and the Search Committee will meet 

to review the Charge for the Search Committee and then go into a closed session to organize 

themselves (i.e., elect from themselves the official positions).  Anne Hallmark will meet with 

Vestry and Search Committee Jan 13th to help plan the parish profile and self-study.   

 

Clancy reports we are at 91.97% of our expenses for this year.  Pledges are down, though.  

David wonders if we should discuss this at the annual meeting, Tom wonders if we should 

mention this next week during the announcements.  Nancy asks if we have been following up 

on un-received capital campaign pledges.  Clancy answers that there was $2,000 from people 

who left the parish and were not going to give the outstanding amount, and $15,000 that we are 

unsure of.  Clancy also reports that we are giving about $2,400 a month to the mortgage.   

 

Vestry proposes that we use some money from the Holiday Basket Fund to buy gift cards to 

Meijer or Aldi for Travis Courier (our painter).  Tom suggusts we use up to $400 ($200 for 

Travis, $200 for an additional family) could be used for this purpose.  Vestry expresses assent.   

 

Clancy also reports that for the first time ever, we have covered Choral Scholars without asking 

for additional money.   
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Diane reports that she will soon get her travel reports in for reimbursement.   

 

Tom recommends we have two vestry meetings in January, one to deal with budget and the 

other for the Search Committee.  David presents the third Sunday in January ( the 20th) for 

budget meeting and approval.  Vestry expresses assent.   

 

David brings our attention to upcoming events, like the Lessons and Carols this afternoon.   

Tom moves Vestry adjourns, Nancy seconds.  Vestry adjourns.      

 

Faithfully submitted, 

Adam Baker 
 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

206 West Maple Street 

Mount Pleasant, Michigan  48858 

 

Vestry Charge to the Search Committee 
 

The Vestry of St. John’s Episcopal Church delegates to the Search Committee the 

following tasks: 

 

1. Enter prayerfully and diligently into the process of conducting a national search for a new 

 rector for this parish; 

 

2. Abide by the Canons and Guidelines of the Episcopal Church and the Diocese of  

 Western Michigan, including consultation with the Rev. Canon Missioners Valerie  

 Ambrose (Central Region) and Anne Hallmark (Northern Region), and other diocesan 

 staff as appropriate; 

 

3. Conduct a Parish Self-Study (including a demographic study) and join with the Vestry in 

 assessing the data from the Self-Study; 

 

4. Prepare a Parish Profile which reflects the parish history, makeup and demographics, 

 goals, priorities, strengths and weaknesses, and leadership needs.  This profile will be 

 available on CD and posted on the parish website and in the The Evangel, the parish 

 newsletter.  Paper copies will be available for candidates and the parish as well; 

 

5. Prepare a Rector Profile which outlines the leadership experiences, qualities, and skills 

 needed in a priest to help us achieve the goals set forth in the Parish Profile; 
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6. Prepare a Community Profile which includes data and demographics about the City of 

 Mt. Pleasant and Isabella County in order to show the kind of setting in which we exist 

 and minister; 

 

7. Present the Parish Profile, Rector Profile, and Community Profile to the Vestry and to the 

 parish for affirmation; 

 

8. Conduct all contacts and correspondence with candidates in a confidential manner.  All 

 candidates initially contacted will be kept abreast of their status and the timetable of the 

 process; 

 

9. Screen and interview candidates, visiting candidates at their current parish or place of 

 employment and bringing candidates to this parish; 

 

10. Provide opportunities for the Vestry to meet the final candidate who is brought to the 

 parish for an interview; 

 

11. Present to the Vestry the name of a candidate believed to be suitable as rector of this 

 parish, together with the Committee’s reasons for their selection; 

 

12. If this one candidate does not seem suitable to the Vestry, be prepared to submit one 

 more name, together with the Committee’s reasons for their selection; 

 

13. Serve as a transition committee for the new rector, helping the rector (and family or 

 significant other) with the move to this parish; 

 

14. Report monthly to the Vestry on the progress that is being made by the Committee, while 

 respecting the confidence required by the process.  These reports will be published in The 

 Evangel and posted on the parish website; 

 

15. Appoint ad hoc committees of parishioners if needed; 

 

16. Submit to the Vestry at the end of the process a summary of the process and a complete 

 accounting of funds spent; 

 

17. Keep the process within the $20,000 budget (including $5,000 for search expenses and 

 $15,000 for moving and relocation expenses) determined by the Vestry and approach the 

 Vestry for additional funds, if necessary; 

 

18. Make decisions by consensus. 
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To assist the Committee with these tasks, the Vestry will: 

 

1. Call the parish to pray continually for the work of the Committee; 

 

2. Publish a list of all Search Committee members and their contact information in The 

 Evangel and post on the parish website; 

 

3. Respect the delegation of the search task to the Search Committee and the privacy of its 

 deliberations; 

 

4. Join in the Parish Self-Study process; 

 

5. Provide the Search Committee with $20,000 as a budget for the search process and 

 moving and relocation expenses; 

 

6. Meet the final candidate as presented by the Search Committee; 

 

7. Call the new rector; 

 

8. Negotiate the Position Description and Letter of Agreement with the new rector. 

 

The Vestry approved this document on Sunday, October 14, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

The Vestry and Search Committee have reviewed this charge, understand it and accept it, 

and pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit throughout the search process. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Senior Warden of the Vestry                                                         Date 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Chair of the Search Committee                                                    Date 
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November 2018 Financial Report 
 

Below is a summary of operating fund activity through the end of November (91.67%). 
 

Unrestricted operating fund receipts ..............................................$ 163,948.66 (84.24% of budget) 

Unrestricted operating fund expenditures .........................................178,988.37 (91.97% of budget) 
 

Operating fund receipts over (under) expenditures ................. $ (15,039.71) 
 

Again, this month’s figures show that income is 7% below budget, while expenses are tracking with budget.  

Shortage in projected income accounts for the loss to date.  Early next year, formal efforts will be taken to 

reduce the mortgage.  If you have suggestions, please share them with a vestry member. 
 

Please make sure that your pledges and Capital Fund gifts are up to date. 
 

Cash balances on November 30, 2018 are as follows: 
 

Checking Account ....................................................................................................$ 66,629.89 

Savings .....................................................................................................................$ 26,727.65 

Certificate of Deposit ...............................................................................................$ 15,699.75 

Endowment Fund Investment Account .................................................................... $ 64,220.09 

 

Capital Campaign funds balance on January 1, 2018 ...................20,103.05 

Capital Campaign funds balance on November 30, 2018 .............15,223.40 

 

Capital Fund Activity For November: 

 

     Capital Fund Receipts ............................................10,759.00 

     Interest Income................................................................0.00 

     Bank/Credit Card Fees ................................................ (29.84) 

     Mortgage Principle................................................. (4,013.81) 

     Mortgage Interest ...................................................... (654.88) 

  

          Net Activity  .......................................................6,060.47 

 

BUILDING PROJECT 

  

     Total Capitalized Expenses ..................................442,345.71 

     Non-Capitalized Expenses (Bank Fees/Interest) ...18,355.83         

 

          Subtotal ..........................................................460,701.54 

  

     Anticipated Expenses: 
 

          Mortgage Interest ..............................................14,304.83 

          Bank Fees/Credit Card ...........................................904.55 
 

TOTAL PROJECT COST .....................................475,910.92 
 

Clancy DeLong, “Treasurer 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
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ANGLICAN WORTHIES 
 

338.. Arnold, Matthew (1822-1888) 

 Poet & Essayist (pt. ii) 
 

 After the year lecturing at Oriel, Arnold accepted a position as private secretary to Lord 

Lansdowne, whose was chair of the Privy Council.  Terrific connection but poor pay.  As I said 

before, Arnold was undoubtedly writing poetry, an activity for which he had a genuine calling, 

as we shall see.  Four years later he will be married and employed in a completely different 

activity.  In between, however, were years of considerable stress and confusion about his future 

and the full use of his gifts.  From the start Arnold believed that he had a gift for poetry but at 

the same time he had doubts—about its strength.  Trilling suggests that Arnold “knew he had 

the right powers to make poetry by that he lacked something in assertiveness.”  The loss of his 

father, ten years before, may have left him directionless.   
 

 In the second volume of his poems, published in 1853, are two addressed to a woman 

named Marguerite and other pieces that deal with Arnold’s supposed relationship with her.  As 

she has not been definitely identified, the family asserted that “Marguerite” was a fiction, as one 

would expect them to.  Most commentators, however, believe that “Marguerite” was a very real 

person who lived on Lake Geneva, and that Arnold, a visitor, had become deeply in love with 

her, although the degree of involvement cannot be fully explained by the lines concerning her.  

My sense is that Arnold visited her more than once, but that he pulled back from deeper 

commitment for two reasons.  One was moral.  In “Meeting,” he writes, “Again I spring to 

make my choice. . . . I hear a God’s tremendous voice: ‘Be counseled, and retire.’”  The other 

was what he discerned in her temperament.  In “A Farewell,” a very moving poem, he says that 

her heart, “I know, to be long loved and never framed.”  He observed in this visit that her 

feelings toward him were no longer as strong as his still were—as his would continue for some 

time after the formal parting.  He continued to dream of her.  “Upon time’s barren, stormy flow, 

Stay with me, Marguerite still!” 
 

 This episode was only a part of what can detect is a crisis of purpose during these years, 

which can be seen in his correspondence with *Clough but certainly can be discerned in the 

poems published in 1853.  Moreover, Arnold was troubled by events of 1848 and beyond.  

Besides the Geneva affair, he was disturbed by the revolution in Paris, and by the urban unrest 

in the Chartist rallies, which he visited; he was reading Carlyle.  But he was also disturbed by 

what Clough was doing with his poetry. He was confiding much with Clough, but backing away 

from him as well.   
 

 In 1849 Arnold published The Strayed Reveller and Other Poems, his first volume.  The 

reviews were not enthusiastic, and the reader is not imppressed.  The title poem, given a quasi-

Romantic and mythological setting, is about initiating a young man into the craft of poetry—

perhaps Arnold himself.  “In Harmony with Nature” rebukes an unnamed clergyman for 

declaring that the human species lives in harmony with the outside world. 
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   Nature is cruel; man is sick of blood; 

   Nature is stubborn; man would fain adore. 
 

   Man must begin; know this, where Nature ends     

   Nature and man can never be fast friends. 
 

Such sentiments sound Darwinian, but Origin of the Species would not appear for another ten years.  

Arnold tries his hand with sonnets, several to Clough, but with the exception of the one about 

Shakespeare (“Others abide our question. Thou art fee”), they are awkwardly phrased and unpleasing, 

like “Who prop, ask’st, in these bad days, my mind?—.“  One long poem, “The Forsaken Merman,” 

proved to be a great favorite among his readers.  It is a retelling of a Danish folk story, in which a 

merman, not a mermaid, tries to draw his half-human children into the sea with him.  The poem has 

that melancholy tone we have seen with *Tennyson, and Arnold was to employ more in his next 

volume.  There is no such thing as a happy Arnold poem.  Even his family were puzzled. 
 

 Arnold was not so haunted with the memory of Marguerite as to be incapable of another 

affective interest.  In 1851 he married Frances Lucy Wightman (“Flu”), daughter of an eminent 

judge.  Lord Lansdown secured him a position as an examiner of schools under the newly 

established Education Department.  It is difficult to imagine, short of manual labor, a position less 

suitable to Arnold’s mind, his sensibility, and his level of education; he seems extremely 

overqualified.  But he was married now; he had to have work. 
 

 This involved constant travel, suburbs of London or longer trips by train, to visit  elementary 

schools run by parishes, to view their curricula and supervise their examinations. This was on 

behalf of the government at a time when education at any level had not been made mandatory.  In 

the words of Carol Christ, Arnold visited the homes of children of “ardently Protestant middle 

classes,” the very people he would eventually write about in Culture and Anarchy [1867] and other 

essays.  Unlike most Victorian writers, including the redoubtable Thomas Carlyle, Matthew Arnold 

got to know how many people, with ordinary and wearying jobs, lived.  He met many clergy who 

taught and spiritually ministered to these people.   His job was monotonous and loaded with paper 

work, grading exams in reading, writing, and arithmetic.  Twelve years of this!  Trilling tells us, 

“The fastidious Arnold became the most dutiful of men; he discharged his responsibilities with 

consummate earnestness and skill.”  David Edwards adds, “The wonder is that Arnold did it so 

competently, with so few complaints.” (“A family man, he would make wry jokes about going to 

work on suburban trains.”) 
 

 Charlotte *Bronte met him about this time.  She was not sure what to make of him.  

“Striking and prepossessing in appearance, his manner displeases from its seeming foppery.  I owe 

it caused me at first to regard him with regretful surprise. . . . I was told, however, that Mr. Arnold 

improved upon acquaintance.”  So it was, Winifred Gérin tells us, “Ere long a real modesty 

appeared under his assumed conceit, and some genuine intellectual aspiration, as well as high 

intellectual acquirements, displaced superficial affectation.” 
 

 The next volume of poems appeared three years later.  The difference between the work of 

1852 and the preceding book is positively amazing.    --hlf 
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Associate Priest, The Rev. Sr. Diane Stier, ec 989-807-0215 

Deacon, The Rev. Nancy Casey Fulton, 773-7193 
 

2018 Vestry Officers      2018 Vestry Members 

Sr. Warden: David Shirley: 773-3463    Tom Cochrane, 989-317-3561 

Jr. Warden: Nancy Herman Kinney: 989-546-5424  Bernice Cole, 989-317-8066 

Treasurer:  Clancy DeLong, 989-400-6546   Marcia David, 775-8086 

Co-Treasurer: Lynne L’Hommedieu, 772-8340  Ella Jo Regan: 772-3587 

Vestry Clerk: Adam Baker: 989-492-1626   Ulana Klymyshyn:772-5 616 

Eric Vinciguerra, 517-657-9196 

Harriett White, 773-3880 
 

Organists:        Choirmaster: 

Dr. Moonyeen Albrecht, 828-5286    Chase Simpson, 248-302-0532 
Dr. Mary Lou Nowicki,  644-2558 

St. John's Mission: 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, with God’s help and in the Anglican tradition, lives to 

proclaim the Gospel of Christ by ministering through worship, outreach, fellowship and 

education.  We welcome all who enter our doors, and we support the diverse callings of 

each member as we seek to serve Christ in every person. 
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