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Dear People and Friends of St. John’s,
As I write this, we are back to praying together on Sundays “online” – with only
the choir, organist, video director, and me in church. Thanks to “Streamyard” –
our lectors and intercessors (and occasionally others) are able to be part of the
service from their homes. Lots of folks commented on the change in the quality
of the audio and video in our “livestreamed” services on YouTube or Facebook
– and that improvement is thanks to the installation of a new camera and
sound system. When you hear and see the difference, thank God for Peg Hicks,
who left a bequest to go toward just that. Thank you, Peg!
Technology – no matter how we feel about it in general – has been a real
godsend during the pandemic. It has enabled us to still gather together – and
has stretched us to learn new things! We know now that we CAN talk to one
another on Zoom – in meaningful ways. We CAN have a virtual coffee hour and
enjoy catching up with folks. So – keep those Zoom skills ready. You’ll see
elsewhere in this newsletter about upcoming Zoom opportunities: Sunday
morning Episcopal 101 classes and a special Lenten series on Wednesday
evenings.
But with great hope, we are planning on an in-person Pancake Supper on
March 1st – to celebrate Mardi Gras and have a little time together before
beginning Lent.
In the meantime, stay warm and safe, and remember that you are loved.
Blessings to you,
Sr. Diane+
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Mark your Calendars...
Ash Wednesday
March 2nd - Service @
12PM and 6PM

Episcopal 101
on Sunday's
@11:30am on Zoom

Pancake Supper
March 3rd
@6:30pm
Lenten Conversation
Wednesday Evenings
7-8pm on Zoom
Cocoon to Butterfly:
Our Lenten journey speakers will share their personal stories
on how their faith has changed them
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Now You Know...
Ever wonder why we do some of the things we do in the liturgy? Why do some churches face the cross during
the creed? Why does the priest ceremonially “wash” his or her hands at the Offertory? Why do some folks
kneel at certain parts of the liturgy? This column will be a regular feature of the Evangel.
Why do we stand when the Gospel is read?
Once in a while, we run across something in the Scriptures that reminds us why we do some of the
things we do, or where the custom came from, at least. On the Third Sunday after the Epiphany this
year (Jan. 23), our first reading from Nehemiah was one of those occasions.
“Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and
when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the
people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and
worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God,
with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.”
The Torah was, for the people of Israel, the law of God.It was the source of their relationship to
Yahweh, their covenant with God. And in our time, the priest or deacon opens the book of the Gospels
in the sight of all the people. And when the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of our new
covenant relationship with God, is proclaimed, we – too – all stand up. Before the homily, the preacher
prays a blessing, and all the people answer, “Amen, Amen!”
Nehemiah goes on: “so they read from the book with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the
people understood the reading.” This tells us why, after the Gospel, there is a homily or sermon – to
interpret or give the sense of the readings.
One of the traditional “blessings” that the preacher may say before the sermon comes directly from
Psalm 19:
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14)
So now you know!
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2022 Altar Flowers

The NEW 2022 Altar Flower Calendar is posted in the
Lantern across from the elevator. Please consider a
Sunday that is a good date for you to honor or remember
a loved one and sign up to provide altar flowers. Flowers
are a wonderful addition to worship! You may use flowers
from your garden or a store and arrange them yourself, or
arrange with Elliot’s or Norm’s Florist to do arrangements
and they will deliver to the church. Thank you!
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Remember Our
Homebound
Members
Drop a card to our parish
members who are

Alma Dickerson
461 E. Wing Rd.,
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858
989- 772-2516.

February Birthdays

homebound.

Sandy Wood
Prestige Centre
5785 E. Broadway Rd.,
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858

Joan Kadler
Crestwood
2378 S. Lincoln Apt.7
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-772-2803

Fran Weaver
Comfort Care
1945 Churchill Blvd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Elliot Parker
1267 Masonic Ct.
Alma , MI 48801

Beth Boman
Rex Dingman
Eric Vinciguerra
Jonathan Korpi
Marian Matyn
David Dingman

2/10
2/16
2/18
2/22
2/22
2/25

St. John’s Prayer Group
If you wish to add or remove names
from the Prayer List, please call Sr.
Diane Stier,989- 807-0215, the
church office, or email Pamela

February Anniversaries

Dingman: padingman@hotmail.com.

Thank you.

Pastoral Care
Just a reminder: you should let the
parish office know if you are ill
and wish to receive a call from the
Rector.

Page 5 of 13

Minutes for Vestry Meeting for January 1th, 2021

Present are Adam Baker(clerk), Diane Stier, Nancy Herman-Kinney, Jerry May, Tom Cochrane, Clancy DeLong,
Pamela Dingman(guest), Ella Jo Regan, Ulana Klymyshyn, Alice Ciccu(guest).
Clancy opened with a prayer.
Ella noted that the name “John Smith” needed to be changed in the minutes from December’s meeting. With that
change noted, Ella moved that Vestry approve the minutes as submitted,
Tom seconded. Vestry approved.
Nancy reported that Jen Dingman, Pat Thurston, and Mary Keisgan were found by the
Nominations committee to be nominated to Vestry, with DJ returning for a second term. Vestry
expressed approval for those candidates.
Clancy reported that Steve was currently working on installing the new sound system. Clancy
reported the work should continue this week and into next, and then be done.
Jerry contacted someone regarding the foundation who will be able to look and give an estimate
in March.
Clancy reported that we had a demo of the sign and it looked pretty good and would fit our
needs.
Adam stepped out briefly and returned.
Ulana mentioned that she does not like the idea of a digital sign and did not feel that it fit in with
our quiet, non-flashy church. Ulana mentioned that she would not want her picture put on our
sign. Diane mentioned that she does not think we are in a place of consensus and need to
discuss this issue more. Clancy will look for at least one other company to do a demonstration
of a sign.
Vestry expressed the wish to review our long-term attendance statistics to do a review of our
membership trends.
Alice reported that the Presbyterian Church’s hall can be rented for $50 or $75 after hours. Lux
Funeral Home has a party hall that can be rented for $150 per hour on weekdays and $300 on
weekends. Nancy said that Sacred Heart’s fellowship hall can be rented for a couple hundred
dollars for a few hours, but she doesn’t have exact figures. Vestry decided to leave our fee at
$200 for the time being before we have a consensus.
Adam reported that Nancy found someone to do our snow removal for $40 per session. He will
get a sample of the carpet from Carpet1 as soon as possible. Adam and Diane will put out
buckets of salt by the doors this week.
Diane offered to conduct two Ash Wednesday services, one at noon and one at 6 p.m. Vestry
also expressed the wish to have a pancake supper on Mardi Gras if the COVID guidelines allow
it.
Clancy completed his Financial Report. Pam reported that we lost 3 people to death and gained
3 new members. We had 37 pledges, 4 decreased, 16 increased. We had an additional
$17,000 in pledges bringing our total to $156,996 in total pledges with an average pledge of
$4329. 4 new households were given pledge envelopes, 3 did not return them. 4 or 5 people
give regularly online but are not on Pam’s list. Diane went into the waiting room while Vestry
discussed staff matters.
Adam stepped out and when he returned Diane had also returned.
Clancy reported that the Capital Campaign fund was retired. Vestry cheered for that. Tom
moved that Vestry approve the budget as submitted for the Annual Meeting, Ella seconded.
Vestry approved the budget.
Next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 16th after the Annual Meeting. This meeting will
be to elect the officers. The officers to be elected are Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer,
Assistant Treasurer, and Clerk. Vestry will also discuss when the best time to meet this year is
and when to do our retreat.
Diane closed with a prayer. Vestry gave a round of applause to Adam because this was his last
Vestry meeting.
Ella moved that the Vestry adjourn, Jerry seconded. Vestry adjourned.
Page 6 of 13

Minutes for Annual Meeting of St. John's for the year 2021
Diane Stier called the meeting to order.
Diane led the congregation in prayer.
Alice Ciccu gave an overview of how to use Zoom for the meeting.
Adam Baker was voted as clerk of meeting by acclamation.
Ella Jo Regan moved that the congregation approve the agenda as submitted, with some time allocated for Adam Baker
to show a carpet sample, Lynne L’Hommedieu seconded. Congregation approved.
Ella Jo Regan moved congregation approve minutes from last year’s meeting with corrections, Jim Thurston seconded.
Congregation approved.
Diane and Nancy Herman-Kinney announced that the nominations committee has nominated Jennifer Dingman, Mary
Kiesgan, Pat Thurston to be elected to Vestry, with DJ Proctor being re-elected to serve an additional term. Jerry May
moved that the congregation close nominations and elect the slate of candidates as submitted, Ella Jo Regan seconded.
Congregation approved by acclamation.
Pat Thurston gave her report from the Diocesan Convention last year. She gave a detailed description of the activities
and discussions that happened during the 2021 meeting. There were resolutions regarding two parishes which closed and
are in the process of dissolving. There were also remarks from Prince Singh and a Q&A session with him. Pat said it was a
good chance to catch up on the business of the diocese.
Christi Brookes and Nancy Herman-Kinney volunteered to be delegates to the 2022 Diocesan Convention, Clancy
DeLong, Pat Thurston, and Lynne L’Hommedieu volunteered to be alternates.
Tom Cochrane moved that the congregation approve the slate of delegates and alternates, Pat Thurston seconded.
Congregation approved by acclamation.
Diane went over the statistical report submitted by David Shirley. Overall, attendance dropped during 2020 and
picked up again in 2021.
Nancy Herman-Kinney gave her Senior Warden Report. Diane thanked her for her report.
Diane Stier gave her Rector remarks. She gave updates on all our committees and ministries and what they all do and
invited parishioners to learn about our ministries and step up and participate in them.
Clancy DeLong completed his financial report. Despite the loss of several parishioners, other members have stepped
up. We have adopted a $21,000 deficit budget for last year. Jim Thurston asked for minor clarification on some issues and
thanked Clancy for all his work. Diane reported that it is not uncommon for 85% of a church budget to go to staff. Diane
also thanked Clancy for his work on the budget. Pat Thurston moved that the congregation accept Clancy’s Financial
Report and budget, Christi Brookes seconded. Congregation approved by acclamation.
Adam Baker showed the carpet sample and will leave it in the Church office for people to view. Questions remaining
include whether or not it is commercial grade and exactly what color we are getting.
Diane reported that we have a Mardi Gras dinner planned and some additional events planned.
Ella Jo Regan moved that the congregation adjourn the meeting, Nancy seconded. Meeting was adjourned.
—-----------------------------------------Minutes for Special Vestry Meeting, January 16th, 2022. Present are Adam Baker(guest and clerk until another clerk is
elected), Diane Stier, Nancy Herman-Kinney, Tom Cochrane, Ella Jo Regan, Jennifer Dingman, Alice Ciccu(guest), DJ
Proctor, Jerry May, Pat Thruston, Clancy DeLong, Ulana Klymyshyn.
Nancy Herman-Kinney was elected to another term as Senior Warden.
Adam Baker updated that installing the carpet and completing foundation work was the main work to be done. Jerry
May was elected as Junior Warden of Vestry.
Jennifer Dingman volunteered to be Clerk of Vestry. Vestry elected her as Clerk.
Vestry selected the third Tuesday of the month as the new meeting time for Vestry, making the next meeting Tuesday,
February 15th at 7 p.m via Zoom.
Diane discussed dates for the Vestry retreat, including in March. Vestry expressed approval, so Diane will look into
plans.
Diane closed with a prayer. Vestry adjourned.
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December 2021 Financial Report
The detailed financial report for 2021 and the budget for 2022 are shown on the following
pages, concluding with the restricted funds activities and balances for 2021. The budget
this year shows a deficit as did last year’s budget. The hard work of Rev. Sr. Diane, The
Vestry and the generosity of parishioners helped us overcome 2021’s deficit.
Please pray for Rev. Sr. Diane and The Vestry as we explore new options for enhancing
our mission and outreach; fashioning St. John’s in a manner that addresses our current
needs; positioning St. John’s to serve generations to come.
As with most of our committees, the finance committee needs volunteers for both new
ideas and to help alleviate the burden on existing members.

We are also looking for a

chair of the committee, as the treasurer should just be a member. There will be a sign-up
sheet provided at this meeting.
Below are the year-end cash balances:

Cash Balances
Cash balances on December 31, 2021 are as follows:
Checking Account........................................................................................................ $ 53,865.98
Savings........................................................................................................................ $ 26,771.14
Certificate of Deposit................................................................................................... $ 16,070.04
Endowment Fund Investment Account........................................................................ $ 101,628.35
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Weekly Schedule:
Sunday 10AM: Holy Communion: Facebook or YouTube
Wednesday 10AM: Church School by Zoom
Wednesday 7PM: Connections Conversations by Zoom
Thursday 8PM: Compline (Night Prayer) by Zoom

Coffee Hour Schedule:

Feb. 6th Contact the Office to Volunteer
*
Feb. 13th
Feb. 20th
Lynne L'Hommedieu
*
Feb. 27th

Lay Ministers:
Lectors

Feb. 6th
Feb. 13th
Feb. 20th
Feb. 27th

Prayers

Derek Rivard
Kip Cosan
Mary Ellen Cochrane
Jeanne Maxon

Volunteer needed!
Volunteer needed!
Tom Cochrane
Volunteer needed!

Greeters Schedule:

Feb. 6th
Feb. 13th
Feb. 20th
Feb. 27th

Contact Office to Volunteer!
*
*
Lynne L'Hommedieu
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February Calendar
Sundays: 2/6, 2/13, 2/20,
2/27
10am Holy Communion
11:30am Episcopal 101

Mondays: 2/7, 2/14,
2/21, 2/28
Nothing on these days

Tuesdays: 2/1, 2/8,
2/15, 2/22
11am Yoga
with Judy
Office Closed

Wednesdays: 2/2, 2/9, 2/16,
2/23
10am Church School
via Zoom
7pm Weekly Connection
via Zoom
6pm Yoga with Judy

Thursdays: 2/3, 2/10, 2/17
2/24
8pm Compline
via Zoom
11am Yoga
with Judy
Office Closed

Fridays: 2/4, 2/11,
2/18, 2/25
Nothing on these
days
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Different ways to give...
We now have four different ways to give back to the church. You can now
drop off at the church, mail your offer to the church, give through “Giving
Tools”, and shop on Amazon. Here are the details on how to give:
1. You can come to the Church office and drop it through the mail slot.
2. You can mail your offering to the Church, 206 W Maple, Mt. Pleasant, MI
48858
3. You can go to Giving tools and give one time or set up recurring
donations from a credit card or bank account.
4. You can sign up through Amazon Smile to make a donation when you
spend money on Amazon, no extra spending involved!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

As we get back to being in the church, there are many things that we will
need to start doing again! One of these is preparing the church for
worship, the task of the Altar Guild. At this time there are only three
members serving on the Altar Guild and it would be great to have
another three or more to spread out the duties.
We are also in need of members who will be willing to serve as coffee
hour hosts, Acolytes, and Lay Eucharistic Ministers. If you are interested
or have any questions, please contact, Pamela Dingman at 989-772-4814
or at padingman@hotmail.com. You may also contact the church office
at 989-773-7448 or at saintjohnsmp@gmail.com.
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Saint John’s Episcopal Church
206 West Maple Street Mt. Pleasant, MI
48858
Phone: 989-773-7448
Fax: 989-772-3480
E-mail: saintjohnsmp@gmail.com
Website: www.stjohnsmtpleasantmi.com

St. John's Mission:
St. John’s Episcopal Church, with God’s help and in the Episcopal Church
tradition, lives to proclaim the Gospel of Christ by ministering through
worship, outreach, fellowship and education. We welcome all who enter
our doors, and we support the diverse callings of each member as we
seek to serve Christ in every person.

Rector:
The Rev. Sr. Diane Stier, 989-807-0215
Deacon Emeritus:
The Rev. Nancy Casey Fulton, 773-7193
2021 Vestry Officers
Sr. Warden: Nancy Herman Kinney:
989-546-5424
Jr. Warden: Jerry May, 989-506-0373
Treasurer: Clancy DeLong, 989-400-6546
Co-Treasurer: Lynne L’Hommedieu,
989-772-8340
Vestry Clerk: Jennifer Dingman,

2021 Vestry Members
Tom Cochrane, 989-317-3561
Ulana Klymyshyn, 989-772-5616
Olivia Ohler, 989-317-3897
David Proctor, 989-772-7715
Ella Jo Regan, 989-772-3587
Mary Kiesgen, 989-773-6101
Pat Thurston, 517-303-1046
Organist:
Dennis Flynn, 231-359-2776
Choirmaster pro tempore:
Eric Vinciguerra, 989-289-6301

989-488-8413
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