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  The St. John's Evangel 
 

 

 

My Brothers and Sisters, 

 

Advent… a time of preparation, a time of waiting, fa-la-la-la-la -  Hold on, it’s not Christmas 

yet! 

 

How to separate the religious from the secular? Secular Christmas started oh, about mid-

October… We didn’t even finish the Season of Pentecost until November 26
th
! And now we 

have Advent, and the Season of Christmas in the Church begins at Midnight Christmas Eve. So 

there. I’ve organized your calendar for you. You’re welcome. 

 

Really, though, what is this season about? 

 

My dear friend, Br. Karekin Yarian, BSG, has offered these thoughts, and they articulate what 

I’ve been thinking better than I could do: 

 

“My siblings in faith, we must always be ready. We must always till the soil of our own hearts 

so that the love of Christ can grow there and be found; or that when the Master plants the seeds 

we must dutifully cultivate the garden so that it grows an abundance of the healing balm that 

God pours out for the world. You have heard said that Christ has no hands but yours, no feet but 

yours? But I also know that it is through our very own hearts that Christ’s love is also poured 

out, and that unless we use them to this purpose they will grow cold and self-centered. 

 

In the midst of pain, offer solace. In the midst of fear, offer comfort. In the midst of loneliness, 

offer compassion. In doing so, we make straight the paths of Advent hope. The Holy One who 

calls us each by name will still save this seemingly broken world one heart beat at a time until 

peace and justice come. But it is the light of hope that we tend in our own hearts as the Body of 

Christ that cries out in the wilderness – Blessed is the One who comes. Let us clear a pathway!” 

 

Thank you, my brother. 

 

In Christ, 

Wayne+ 
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Remember Our 
Homebound Members 

 

Stop by to visit or drop a  
card to our parish members 

who are homebound. 
 

Alma Dickerson 
461 E. Wing Rd., Mt. Pleasant 

 772-2516. 
 

Al Neal 
Maplewood, 1945 Churchill Blvd. 

Mt. P - 773-6172 
 

Forrest Robinson 
"Green Acres, 1807 W. Remus Rd.  
 Room #205. The Facility 772-3456 

 
 
 
 

Home Communion 
Just a reminder: you should let the 

parish office know if you are ill 

and wish to receive communion or 

a visit from either the clergy or a Lay 

Eucharistic Minister. 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Prayer Group 
The 16 members of the Prayer Group offer 

petitions daily for the church and for 

specific requests.  All parishioners are 

welcome to become members of 

the Prayer Group or to submit  

requests by calling Sandy 

Wood, 773-9326,  Martha 

Rarick, 773-7510, or the  

church office at 773-7448. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lois Klumpp     2 

Andy Brockman     4 

Diane Benn     6 

Marcia David     6 

Jim Thurston     8 

Elliott Parker   13 

James Wilson   13 

Emma Dyer   15 

Mare Ellen Cochrane  19 

Jane Gilmore   19 

Renee Babcock   20 

Robin Mower   21 

Hariett White   24 

Doris Sherwood   25 

Pat DeLong   30 

 

 
 

 

John & Carol Lauffer  11 

Neil  & Robin Mower  17 
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Outside the Tent 
 

‘Twas in the moon of wintertime, 

when all the birds had fled, 

that mighty Gitchi-Manitou 

sent angel-choirs instead. 

Before their light the stars grew dim, 

and wond’ring hunters heard the hymn: 

Jesus your King is born, 

Jesus is born, 

in excelsis gloria. 

 

This is the first verse of “The Huron Carol,” written by French Jesuit priest Jean de Brébeuf, a 

missionary to the Huron Indians in the middle of the seventeenth century. It is in our hymnal 

(#114), but with one alteration of the traditional text: “Gitchi-Manitou,” the Huron words for 

“Great Spirit,” becomes “God, the Lord of all the earth.” I regret that change: the Native 

American words “Gitchi” and “Manitou” resonate with those of us who live in the Great Lakes 

region, with its many Native American place names, and often a nearby reservation where 

Native languages are spoken. My hometown was Escanaba, which means “flat rock in Ojibwe,” 

aptly chosen for a river whose bottom was not sandy, but like a sidewalk of smooth stones.  

 

Brébeuf was sensitive to the ways of the people in his care, so when he decided to tell the story 

of the birth of Jesus he adapted a French folk melody to Huron language and imagery. The 

manger becomes a “lodge of broken bark”; the baby is wrapped in a “ragged robe of rabbit 

skin”; “hunter braves drew nigh” to greet the infant; and “chiefs from afar before him knelt with 

gifts of fox and beaver pelt.”   

 

Perhaps it is my French Canadian First Nation heritage that draws me to Brébeuf’s rendition of 

the birth of Jesus. But I think it is more than that: in the homely words of his hymn the priest 

captures the essence of the mystery, the arrival into this broken world of the son of God as an 

infant born in mean circumstances, wrapped in what coverings his parents could find, visited 

not by royalty carrying precious metals and spices, but by chiefs laden with fox and beaver 

pelts, the riches of a forest on the other side of the world from Bethlehem. 

 

Brébeuf’s carol tells us a lot about this man, who came with fellow Jesuit Gabriel Lalemant) to 

proclaim to the native people the story of Jesus. Their approach was gentle, and they were 

greatly loved by their Huron congregation, who accepted with joy the spiritual comfort they 

offered. Life was raw along the St. Lawrence River in the forests between Lakes Huron and 

Erie. The climate was unforgiving, with long, bitter winters. And the Huron people had enemies 

to the south, the Iroquois, who attacked them in 1646, driving them—along with their priests— 
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to deaths from exposure and starvation. Today there are no speakers of the Huron language 

remaining, but Brébeuf’s carol survives. In these hushed days of Advent, I will sing it as I light  

candles against the darkness. I will give thanks for the men and women who peopled this 

continent long before the white man arrived. And I will give thanks for Jean Brébeuf, who 

conjured up for his Huron people a savior they could imagine, a child in a lodge of broken bark, 

swaddled in rabbit skin, visited by chiefs who presented Mary and Joseph with fox and beaver 

pelts.  

 

A blessed Advent and Christmas to you all, 

Nancy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pledges for 2018 
As the year comes to an end, the Finance Committee is putting together budget for St. 

John’s for 2018. To make this easier, they need to know what the pledges are for next 

year.  If you have not returned your pledge card to the church please do so by December 

12
th
. If you need a pledge card call the church office or Pamela. 

If you are new to the church and not ready to pledge but would like to have a box of 

envelopes, please let Pamela know.  You can email me at padingman@hotmail.com or 

call 989-772-4814.   Pamela Dingman, Pledge Secretary 

 
 

 
 

 

  Mark Your Calendar! 

     St. John's ANNUAL MEETING 

  will be held on Sunday, 

   January 28, 2018 

 after ONE service at 9:00 a.m. 

  Your presence is VERY important! 
 

mailto:padingman@hotmail.com
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Upcoming Advent and Christmas Events and Services 
 

Sunday, December 3, Advent 1 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 (said) 

10:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist, Rite 2 

5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist at Emmaus Monastery 
 

Sunday, December 10, Advent 2 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 (said) 

10:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist, Rite 2 

Vestry after Coffee Hour 
5:00 p.m. Candlelight Service of Advent Lesson & Carols followed by a Dessert Social 

5:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist at Emmaus Monestery 

7:00 p.m. Compassionate Friends Candlelight Memorial Service 
 

Sunday, December 17, Advent 3 

Deadline for turning in the Christmas Flowers and Greens form 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 (said) 

10:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist, Rite 2 

Greenswinding after Coffee Hour 

2:00 p.m. Caroling to our Homebound Members followed by 

    Cocoa and Cookies at Fr. Wayne and Harry's! 

5:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist at Emmaus Monastery 
 

Sunday, December 24, Avnet 4 and The Eve of the Nativity 

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (said) 

5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist for the Eve of the Nativity 

11:00 p.m. Festal Eucharist for the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord 

 

Monday, December 25, The Nativity of Our Lord 

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist for the Nativity, (said) 
 

Sunday, December 31  

10:00 a.m. ONE service of Christmas Lessons and Carols 

   followed by a Potluck Coffee Hour 

5:00p.m. Potluck and Holy Eucharist at Emmaus Monastery 
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Christmas Families! 
 

This year we have three different families from the Women’s Shelter (one mother 

with 2 children, and 2 individual women). We thought it would work well if we 

listed each item on a separate card that you could take and then attach to the 

wrapped item that you buy. The cards for each item will be in the Narthex after 

church. We would like to have all items returned to St. John’s by DECEMBER 

16TH at the latest. We need to deliver all items to the Women’s Shelter on the 18th.  

For questions, please contact Bernice Cole at 989-317-8066 
 

Family 1 

Cathy, female, age 43: 

Pants size 12, Shirts size Large, Shoes size 7.5, Winter hat, coat, gloves, scarf 

Faith – female, age 15 

Pants size 0, shirt size Small, Shoe size 8.5, Make-up, clothes, coat 

Andrew – male, age 10 

: pants size 12 boys, shirt size 10-12 boys, Shoe size 5 men's, coat, clothes, bike, 

sled, comforter set  

Household – any 
 

Family 2 
Ruth, female, age 58: 

Pants size 10, Shirts size Medium-Large, Shoes size 7, Salem Kirban Reference 

Bible, KJV 

Household: vacuum, pots & pans, mixing bowls, white queen size comforter & 

sheet sets (also likes pink for the bedroom and red for the kitchen) kitchen towels 
 

Family 3 

Renee, female, age 48,  
Pants size 22, Shirts size 2X-3X, Shoes size 9, heating pad, electric blanket, 

 prayer journal 

Household: towels, wash cloths, blanket  
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Greenswinding 
 

Immediately after worship on 

Sunday, December 17 

all who are able are invited to stay and 

assist in the Greening of the Church. If 

you like decorating for Christmas,  

please stay and join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Here we Come a Wassailing..." 

Please join us as we gather to spread 

St. Johns' special brand of holiday 

cheer to those who have difficulty 

sharing it with us in church. 

Come One, Come All! 

We will gather at the church on 

Sunday, December 17 

at 2:00 p.m. 

and then venture out to sing carols.  

We will visit3 or 4 homes to sing to 

our friends, then gather back at Fr. 

Wayne's home for cookies and hot 

chocolate! Feel free to dress up in hats, 

antlers, red noses, or traditional 

caroling garments! 

Bundle up and bring your voice!

Christmas Flowers, Greens, and Music 
 

This year we are asking for contributions for greens, flowers and music to decorate 

the church and enhance our worship.  These contributions may be made as a 

memorial or as a thank offering and will be included in the Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day bulletins.  This form MUST be placed in the Sunday offering plate 

or in the church office by Monday December 18! 

 
 

 **PLEASE PRINT** 

I wish to contribute Christmas Flowers and greens 
 

In _____ honor of, or _______ in memory of: 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

From: 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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  December  2017 

 Sunday  Lay  Ministry 
 

 

 

DATE 

 

LESSONS 

 

PRAYERS 

 

GREETERS 

COFFEE 

HOUR 

HOSTS 

 

ACOLYTES 

ALTAR 

GUILD 

 

December 3 

 

1 Advent 

8:00 a.m. 

Barbara 

Sheperdigian 

10:00 a.m. 

Karen 

Varanauskas 

8:00 a.m. 

Martha 

Rarick 

10:00 a.m. 

Nancy 

Hartshorne 

 

Sandy wood 

and Sharon 

Bolton 

 

David and 

Jennifer 

Dingman 

 

Matthew 

Kinney 

 

Pamela 

Dingman and 

Peg Hicks 

Lectionary:    Isaiah 64:1-9       Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18      1 Corinthians 1:3-9      Mark 13:24-37 

December 10 
 

2 Advent 
 

5:00 p.m. 

Evensong for 

Advent 

8:00 a.m. 

Steve 

Berkshire 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Jessica 

Vinciguerra 

 

8:00 a.m. 

Peg Hicks 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Joan Kadler 

Laura 

Cochrane  

and 

 Marcia 

David 

5:00 p.m. 

 

 

Ford and 

Pamela 

Dingman 

 

Emma 

Dingman 

 

5:00 p.m. 

 

 

Pamela 

Dingman 

and Peg 

Hicks 

Lectionary:    Isaiah 40:1-11       Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13      2 Peter 3:8-15a      Mark 1:1-8 

 

December 17 

 

3 Advent 

8:00 a.m. 

Jim Thurston 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Anne Alton 

8:00 a.m. 

Jim Thurston 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Mary Kiesgen 

 

Colin, Anne, 

and Matthew 

Alton 

 

Joan Kadler 

and Mary 

Kiesgen 

 

Rex  

Dingman 

 

Ella Jo Regan 

and David  

Shirley 

Lectionary:   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11       Psalm 126      1 Thessalonians 5:16-24      John 1:6-8,19-28 

December 24 
 

4 Advent 

Christmas 

Eve 

9:00 a.m.  
 

Volunteers 

Needed 

 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Volunteer 

Needed 

 

Tom and 

Mary Ellen 

Cochrane 

 5:00 p.m. 

Matthew 

Kinney 

11:00 p,m. 

Adam Baker 

 

Ella Jo Regan 

and David 

Shirley 

Lectionary:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16       Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26      Romans 16:25-27      Luke 1:26-38 

December 31 
 

1 Christmas 

Lessons and  

Carols 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Multiple 

Readers 

Needed 

  

Clancy and 

Pat DeLong 

 

Potluck 

Coffee Hour 

 

Emma 

Dingman 

 

Ella Jo Regan 

and David 

Shirley 

January 7 

 

1 Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. 

Barbara 

Sheperdigian 

 10:00 a.m. 

Ralph Baber 

8:00 a.m. 

Martha 

Rarick 

 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

David and 

Jennifer 

Dingman 

 

David, Nancy 

and Matthew 

Kinney 

 

Rex 

Dingman 

Pamela 

Dingman and 

Harriett 

White 

Lectionary:   Genesis 1:1-5       Psalm 29      Acts 19:1-7      Mark 1:4-11 
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This is our Greeter/Coffee Hour Host Schedule—If you cannot serve on the date you were given, please 

exchange dates with someone else on the list and call the Parish Secretary at 773-7448.
 

 

  Greeters 

 
 

December 

3 Sandy Wood and Sharon Bolton 

10 Laura Cochrane and Marcia David 

17 Colin, Anne, and Matthew Alton 

24 Tom and Mary Ellen Cochrane 

31 Clancy and Pat DeLong 

 
 

January 2018 

7 David and Jennifer Dingman 

14 Ford and Pamela Dingman 

21 Candy Henderson and Lynne L'Hommedieu 

28 Joan Kadler and Mary Kiesgen 

 
 

February 

4 David, Nancy, and Matthew Kinney 

11 Rod Leslie and Marian Matyn 

18 Ulana Klymyshyn and Sandy Wood 

25 Colin, Anne, and Matthew Alton 

 

 

 

 

 Coffee Hour Hosts 

 
 

December 

3 David and Jennifer Dingman 

10 Ford and Pamela Dingman 

17 Joan Kadler and Mary Kiesgen 

24 NO Coffee Hour 

31 Potluck Coffee Hour 

 
 

January 2018 

7 David, Nancy and Matthew Kinney 

14 Carol Lauffer and Lynne L'Hommedieu 

21 Rod Leslie and Marian Matyn 

28 Christine Brookes, D.J. and Misha Proctor 

 
 

February 

4 Harriett White and Sandy Wood 

11 Sharon Bolton and Laura Cochrane 

18 Colin, Anne, and Matthew Alton 

25 Tom and Mary Ellen Cochrane 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

November 14, 2017 

 

 

Present are Adam Baker (volunteer clerk), Clancy DeLong, Bernice Cole, Marcia David, 

Wayne Nicholson, Nancy Herman-Kinney, Eric Vinciguerra, and Tom Cochrane.   

 

Bernice moved to approve last month's minutes, Nancy seconded and Vestry voted to approve 

October's minutes.   

 

Wayne reported that the Diocesan Convention decided deaneries are dissolved and St. Johns is 

now part of the Central Region.  Also approved during the convention was a resolution to 

require diocesan candidates to complete anti-racism training.  Wayne reminded Vestry that this 

is also a parish leadership requirement and will ask Ulana Klymyshyn to offer an anti-racism 

workshop for the parish in January. 

 

Wayne also reported that on November 29th a state trooper will visit St. Johns to give a 

presentation on church security.   

 

Vestry also extended our gratitude to Marcia David for all she has done for Building and 

Grounds.   

 

Bernice reported that everything is going well with Christmas outreach baskets.   

 

The rear alley area is all that remains to be completed in our construction project.   

 

Vestry decides to add a "special expenses" line in the budget to cover unexpected miscellaneous 

expenses, with Eric suggesting around $5,000 as a potential amount to budget in.  Eric 

requested we move finances to the beginning of December's meeting.  No one opposed.   

 

Eric moved to adjourn the meeting, Tom seconded.  Vestry votes to adjourn.    

 

 

Submitted by Adam Baker, Volunteer Clerk 
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November 2017 Financial Report 
 

Below is a summary of operating fund activity through the end of October 
(83.33%). 
 

Unrestricted operating fund receipts $ 151,644.16 (78.70% of budget) 
Unrestricted operating fund expenditures 161,337.39 (83.74% of budget) 
 

Operating fund receipts over (under) expenditures $ (9,693.23) 
 

Our operating deficit is nearly $10,000.00 with two months to go.  Please 
make sure you pledge is up to date.  If you are able, please open up your heart 
and contribute additional amounts to the operating budget to cover those less 
fortunate to meet their pledge.  Thank you. 
 

Cash balances on October 31, 2017 are as follows: 
 

Checking Account $ 9,769.55 
Capital Campaign Savings $ 36,709.92 
Certificate of Deposit $ 15,586.60 
Endowment Fund Investment Account $ 65,189.86 
 

Capital Campaign funds balance on October 1, 2017 11,556.43 
Capital Campaign funds balance on October 31, 2017 10,822.45 
 

Capital Fund Activity during October:   
 

 Capital Fund Receipts 3,938.00 
 Credit Card Fees (3.29) 
 Mortgage Principle (3,833.87) 
 Mortgage Interest (834.82) 
 

 Net Activity  (733.98) 
 

Total Building Expenses Through October: 
 

 Loan Proceeds/Contractor Draw 240,267.40 
 Non-Loan Expenses 199,817.30         
  

 Sub-Total 440,084.70 
 

 Anticipated Expenses: 
 

 Mortgage Balance Due Contractor 9,732.60     
 Mortgage Interest (future estimate) 25,322.30      
 Bank Fees/Credit Card 4,800.00 
  

 TOTAL PROJECT COST 479,939.60 
 

Clancy DeLong, Treasurer, St. John's Episcopal Church 
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Anglican Worthies 
 

324. Jowett, Benjamin (1817-1893) 

 Master of Balliol 
 

 One of the most controversial and accomplished divines of the Church and university life 

in the mid-century, Jowett challenges neutrality.  He was one of the great notables of Oxford 

and did more for raising the standards of university education than any contemporary.  His 

Essays and Reviews (1860) entitles him to the reputation as the founder of biblical study in the 

greater Anglican denomination.  For these reasons, though he could be a difficult and 

contumacious figure to deal with, there is much to admire him. 
 

 As a child he was educated among his mother’s relations, where he showed great mental 

gifts and a particular aptitude in Greek.  The household was religiously evangelical.  In 1829 he 

was sent to St. Paul’s School in London, where he put to memory long passages of poetry in the 

classical languages and was regarded by the headmaster as the most accomplished pupil in Greek 

he had seen in all his years as the school’s head. Jowett was admitted to Balliol College, Oxford, in 

1836, where he made friends among the most promising young scholars, among whom was A.P. 

*Stanley, who eventually become Dean of Westminster Cathedral.  Stanley proved a lifelong 

friend.  Among his tutors were Archibald Tait, who eventually became Bishop of London, and 

W.G. Ward, about whom I wrote several years ago when I did a lengthy series on the *Oxford 

Movement.  After the publication of Tract 90, which implied the close similarity between 

Anglicanism and the Church of Rome, many clerics pondered whether they would remain with the 

Church of England or defect.  *Newman, most famously, left for Rome; Ward followed him.  

Jowett fell much under the influence of Ward, and considered him a good friend in later years, but 

did not follow him. 
 

 Jowett was a marked success at Balliol.  Reform was everywhere, and at the college under 

John Parsons, the Master, new degrees, curricula, and prizes were established.  Jowett won the 

Hertford scholarship for Latin.  Even before he graduated, he was named a Fellow, a lifetime 

member of the college that became his home the rest of his days. Before he took up his fellowship, 

however, he was chosen to tutor undergraduates, a career for which he became famous because he 

established close, personal ties with many of them, and upon their completion of studies undertook 

to get them placed in positions of political importance—in the law, in government, or in the church.  

Like Thomas *Arnold, Jowett viewed education as a vital moral preparation for service to 

Victorian society.  By 1842 Jowett had been ordained to the transitional diaconate, and often 

gathered students in his room for devotions.  Peter Hinchcliff adds, “There is little doubt. . . about 

his effectiveness as a tutor, his personal concern for his pupils, or about his kindness towards 

them—a kindness which was plainly returned in their devotion to their tutor.”  (On the other hand, 

a bachelor without family, he all but demanded it.) 

 

 Hinchcliff believes that in spite of Jowett’s popularity as a tutor and his almost legendary 

expertise in classical languages, not all students supported his reputation as a scholar.  

Swinburne, the poet, remembered “howlers” in Jowett’s translations, and A.E. Housman in later 



 SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, MT. PLEASANT, MI   OCTOBER 2017 
 

Page 15 of 16  

years cut Jowett’s lectures because of “his gross ignorance in Greek”!  All this seems 

unbelievable, considering what Jowett later accomplished, following his controversial years.  

Edward Caird, who studied under Jowett in the 1860s, considered him “the very best in the 

university.” 
 

 By the 1840s, however, Jowett was no longer an evangelical.  In fact, because of his 

study of German biblical criticism, the popularity of which had challenged the inerrancy and 

inspirational origin of scripture, as well as Jowett’s study of Hegel (virtually unknown in the 

British universities at that time) and Greek philosophy, Jowett had become something a liberal, 

a bête noir among the Broad Church fellows.  In the early 1850s A.P. Stanley and he published 

studies of the Pauline epistles that caused their college to suspect their orthodoxy.  Hinchcliff 

cites Jowett’s professed theology regarding the Atonement, “in which he rejected not only the 

evangelical penal substitutionary view but also the Anselmian satisfaction theory beloved by 

high-churchman,” that is, the satisfaction “needed to restore the universal harmony of Creation 

dislocated by sin.” The remedy of his colleagues was to oblige Jowett in 1855 to re-sign the 

Thirty-Nine Articles.  Which he did. 
 

 What finally got Jowett into difficulty was the publication in 1860 of Essays and Reviews, a 

collection of pieces designed “to provoke the free discussion of controversial subjects in theology.”  

Jowett suspected it would appear troublesome to some, but not to the extent it turned out to be.  But 

controversy, as I said, was everywhere; besides Darwin there were Strauss’ and Rénan’s 

“historical” biographies of Christ and the work of Thomas Huxley. Frederick Temple, who would 

succeed Thomas *Arnold as Master of Rugby wrote in “Education of the World” that students 

should not be indoctrinated in college by the voice of the Church but by individual conscience.”  

Rowland Williams argued that divine revelation in theological texts had no greater validity than 

secular texts; in other words, he held with “progressive revelation,” as Frederick W.*Robertson did.  

Harvey Goodwin argued that “the Mosaic account of Creation was not an authentic utterance of 

Divine Knowledge, but a human utterance.”  Jowett’s essay, “On the Interpretation of Scripture,” 

proved the most controversial, and became the reason why the Church for the next ten years sought 

to have Jowett censored and the volume condemned. Jowett’s essential tenant was that the Bible 

should be read like any other book because it was written like every other book. “Scripture has one 

meaning—the meaning which it had to the mind who first received it [the author]. . . . [Therefore] 

we have no reason to attribute to the prophet or evangelist any second or hidden sense different 

from that appeared on the surface.”  Moreover, in reading Holy Scripture attention must be paid to 

its personal, local, historical, and linguistic qualities; it should not be read without a sense of 

context.  But Jowett added, it should not be read without “a sense that there is throughout the 

Scripture the witness of God in the world.” 
 

 In the few examples I gave here, one can catch the general tenor of these essays: a shared 

attack on the supernatural elements of scripture, on which Christian doctrine is grounded.  One 

senses—and this is my read—that Jowett’s authors did not believe that they were breaking new 

ground but were reflecting what they had already heard in part from clerical colleagues and 

university dons.  In this regard, they were mistaken.  The Victorian Church was not ready for this. 

          --hlf 
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Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
206 West Maple Street 

Mt. Pleasant, MI  48858 
 

Phone:  989 773-7448 

Fax:  989-772-3480 

E-mail:  saintjohnsmp@gmail.com 

Website: www. stjohnsmtpleasantmi.com 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Rector:       The Rev. Wayne Nicholson, 772-1203The 

Rev. Nancy Casey Fulton, 773-7193   The Rev. Sr. Diane Stier, ec 989-807-0215 

 

2017 Vestry Officers     2017 Vestry Members 

Senior Warden: Eric Vinciguerra, 989-317-0238 Adam Baker, 989-492-1626 

Junior Warden: Marcia David, 989-775-8086 Tom Cochrane, 989-317-3561 

Vestry Clerk: Sharon Bolton, 989-828-5475  Bernice Cole, 989-317-8066 

Treasurer: Clarence DeLong 773-9829  Nancy Herman Kinney, 989-546-5424 

Co Treasurer: Lynne L'Hommedieu, 773-8340 Ulana Klymyshyn, 989-772-5616 
 

Organists:       Choirmaster: 

Dr. Moonyeen Albrecht, 828-5286   Chase Simpson, 248-302-0532 

Dr. Mary Lou Nowicki,  644-2558 

St. John's Mission: 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, with God’s help and in the Anglican tradition, lives to 

proclaim the Gospel of Christ by ministering through worship, outreach, fellowship and 

education.  We welcome all who enter our doors, and we support the diverse callings of 

each member as we seek to serve Christ in every person. 
 

http://stjohnsmtpleasantmi.com/

